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NEBRASKA

It's Tuesday, June 1, 2021 . In today's issue: problematic histor_ical markers;
historic buildings; Chief Standing Bear; excavating the Fort Robinson dump;
Nebraskan perspectives on slavery; upcoming events.

Nebraska's most problematic historical markers
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HALF~BREED TRACT

It was an accepted custom for many carly for
traders 10 mrryxl"nto Indian tribecs. Az the Indlans
ceded ‘thelr lands,  fhe rights of the half-breed
descendants were not always Identificd. This sttuntion
was recognized by, the government in 1830, by the
Pralric Du Chien Tresty, which set aside a tract
of land for the half-breeds of the Oto, lowa, Omaha
and Santee Sioux tribes

This tract was located between the Creat and
LHttle Nemaha rivérs, In 1838, the Iand was surveyed
by John C. McCoy. who placed the western boundary
efght miles west of ‘the river Instead of fen iiiles
as specified, This caused problems, as Iater white
scttlers were 1o settle on' Indlan lands west of
McCoy’s line. Congress ordered the land resurveyed,
and In 1856 the McCoy line 'was made officlal. On
September 10,1860, Loufs Neal recetyed the first patent.

The owners were never. required to live on thelr
property and many. eventually. sold their lands to
whites. One of the original survey lines s now
partly dentificd by the Half-Breed Road which runs
In a southeast direction from here, The descendants
of some ploncer for traders still Ifve In the area.
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the past 60 years or so. People love the markers and sponsor new ones.

But some markers have not aged well. History is written by people, and people
have biases and blind spots. As far as older Nebraska markers go, the worst
offendersarethose addr essing Native American
markers to identify and prioritize the ones that fall short of our standards.

Il n some cases, the issue is offensive
what the marker insinuates, or what it omits or conceals.

Here are some of our most problematic markers. Keep reading, and learn what
you can do to help

May was Historic Preservation Month. Did you miss it? No worries. Here are

five recent posts from our State Historic Pre  servation Office about some
noteworthy historic structures around the state.

Baled Hay Church


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nebraskas-most-problematic-historical-markers?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
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Built in 1928, Pilgrim Holiness Church near Arthur is made of baled straw
"bricks" that are plastered on the inside and stuccoed on the outside. Keep

reading

The Love -Larson Opera House in Fremont


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/baled-hay-church?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
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more and look at photos in this post from the State Historic Preservation Office.
Keep reading

Genoa Indian Sc hool


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/love-larson-opera-house-fremont-dodge-county?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-

This two-story brick building is part of the former US Indian Industrial School
campus in Genoa, Nebraska. The school
Americans into white culture. Today the remaining buildings are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, and they help tell the story of the school

and of the era that produced it. Keep reading

The Berry State Aid Bridge


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/genoa-indian-school-0?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-

Located near the Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge, this 1921 bridge is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Keep reading

The Mrs. H.J. Bartenbach House


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/berry-state-aid-bridge?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-

This is actwually a Victorian houseé <c
remodeled her Grand Island home into the Moderne style in 1937-38. Keep

reading

Standing Bear in the new s
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Chief Standig Bearhas been in the news a lot lately. His statue was unveilein

the US Capitol in September 2019, and now a Lincoln Public Schools

committee is proposing to name the capital city's newest high school in his hpnor
while the Ponca Tribe of Nebraska is asking Harvard University to return the
tomahawkshown in this photo.
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Excavating the Fort Robinson dump
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This past December, three members of the State Archeology Office traveled to
Fort Robinson to investigate a site before it becomes part of an expanded RV
campground. The | ocation happens to t
post, they share a few of the items they uncovered and tell the stories behind
them.

Did you know that Chadron used to have its own Coca Cola Bottling plant?

That 6s where this bottle was filled s
Keep reading

Nebraskan perspectives on slavery after the Civil War


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/fort-robinson-2020-dump-research?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
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Juneteenth is holiday cel ebr at i nagtiom me
of June 19, the day in 1865 that emancipation was announced in Texas at the

end of the Civil War. The commemoration spread through the African American
community to other states.

What did people in Nebraska Territory think about slavery at that time? Keep
reading

Upcoming Events
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This monthés History Caf® wil]l be a J
Two history presenters wild/l hel p ki ck
discussing Louis Crompton, whointr oduced one of the na
cl asses at UNL, anSdpitrhiet os tiant utsr aodfi tfiTov

culture. This, plus live music begins at 5:30 p.m. between P and Q Streets.
Read more
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MARKER

By David L. Bristow, Editor

June 1, 2021
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These words appeared on an official Nebraska State Historical Marker at Chadron
State Park. Placed many years ago, the marker is being replaced this year with a
néey GeUOUijEn z2j6z dEUn_.z UYUndondéel zdzijGe

Nk €eArt Ayr Ber A nccedk ANBAA


mailto:david.bristow@nebraska.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fabout%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D8740f70c32&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C2c88d39060b4476bad3008d925250d2e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637581663332488838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8jBDV6g8f4imnoso5hVjvTNVeEaCfR8nZ23GY%2FQyAps%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D8740f70c32&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C2c88d39060b4476bad3008d925250d2e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637581663332498795%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=y5mwuzLHbTviTVZUgvUDpuf7YTgYrJlQfKW%2BMPGLzWU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D8740f70c32&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7C2c88d39060b4476bad3008d925250d2e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637581663332508762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gneNwesBtr8Q5nchLTysZHuvRXSy7sw53j7FXUAy0gU%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nebraskas-most-problematic-historical-markers

The Nebraska Historical Marker  Program ij Y @&né &I "ijyz &0l zéeCUs UYL
agE&ilandol0 aUVUE UVUsNY!' &ae_Ge anodocéed nNEVe zjoén ?° ¢
past 60 years or so. People love the markers and sponsor new ones.

But some markers have not aged well. History is written by people, and people have

biases and blind spots. As far as older Nebraska markers go, the worst offenders are

zji EBYye dddleyyini zdzijGe nelijéodon jijyzE&Ul ! ae._
and prioritize the ones that fall short of our standards.

Excluding Chadr on State Park, here are the five markers | think are most in need of

revision. Together they illustrate the types of problems that exist on about two

dozen other markers. (You may have a different top five!) In some cases, the issue is

offensive languageo0 A Eddeéed YEUdUY! yEUe &l zéen~ ijz_UyU Yj?o
what it omits or conceals.

; 2ie end & zjijy GEJYZ b_AA 2enrn | & | & | &

Fort Atkinson.  Fort Calhoun, Washington County


https://history.nebraska.gov/visit/nebraska-historical-marker-program

S .z"'._"‘? Py Ve
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b_Gé [ ndeée Un ij nseedregiviysphraseg @ thinarker , but the problems
run deeper.

Qi GijNnifNdzIijE) €édNe 7 E 7| withysabishméddofh t EI 2z e
Fort Atkinson in 1820 about a half mile southeast of here. Named after its
founder, General Henry Atkinson, this western - most Fort protected the
frontier's developing commerce. Established as a temporary camp in 1819,
Fort Atkinson was the largest and strongest outpost above St. Louis. The
permanent post went up a year later on the site of Lewis and Clark's Council
with the Oto and Missouri Indians.  From Fort Atkinson troops under the
command of Col. Henry Leavenworth moved up the Missouri River in 1823 to
punish the Arikara Indians after an attack on Wil  liam H. Ashley's fur trading
party. Members of the garrison ascended the river in 1825 on a mission of
peace, participating in a series of treaties with the Indians. This spearhead of
white civilization was abandoned in 1827. But in seven years Fort Atkins on
had brought the first school, the first white family life, a library, a sawmill, a
brickyard, a grist mill, and large -scale agriculture of the west bank of the

yij UUEN Oijj !



https://mynehistory.com/items/show/511
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The most obvious issue is the assumption that Native peoples were uncivilized and
that civilization is white. The narrative also distorts the history of the Missouri
River fur trade even as it provides some genuine facts.

Native tribes had their own trade networks long before European traders arrived
on the scene. The international fur trade provided new trading partners and new
trade goods, and various tribes and outside nations (France, Spain, Britain, and
eventually the US) attempted to control the trade. Fort Atkinson was built to help
US traders gain the advantage over their British ~ counterparts.

djijne ijz_y z0re zj6z zje 1T A zUOijed z& Uedrl ée i
with maximizing profits than some altruistic mission of peace and civilization. The

UijtoUs yenz zE& ysU 871dinuyz Uj néleredts ad0zI1 2z E
against an intruder, but the narrative implies that they were disobedient children
defying a rightful authority.

Overall, the marker turns an important story of trade and economic rivalry into a
zUijjIrnojoén ndvlszijGe E "Yjijze ¢eijGijnijNdzij En!

Ash Hol low. Garden County
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ASH HOLLOW

GATEWAY TO THE NORTH PLATTE VALLEY

Although some wagon ircing continued to follow the South Platte. mcs! crossed of one of severcl
fords in this orea ond fcok o northwesterly roule toward the North Platte River. The trail then
followed the Narih Platte Volley through the remainder of Nebrosko. Today's iroveler. by following
U.S Highuwoy 26 norihwest of Ogallgla. will encounter several noted lohdmorks clong this portion
of the Plotte River Road o

One of fthese is Ash Hollow. e pfcuruquo canyon. necr present-doy Lewellen Beccuse
of the steepness of the descen!, this part of the frail presented cne of fthe mos! serious cbsiccles
yo! foced by the emigronts Offering spectacular scenery o3 well 03 wood and woter Ash Heliow
is mentioned In many overlond diaries. Several groves, including thet of young Rachel Pottisen
who died of choterc in 1849, ftestify to the rigors of ithe overlond Journey

Norfhwes! of Ash Hollow on Blue Woler Cresk wos the site of o significa®t Indicn battle
in 1855 Often kncmn os the Ballle of Ash Hollow. fthis fight rescited in tho defect of Little
Thunder's band of Brule Sioux by United States Troops under General Williem 5 Horney

Nedbrasko Deparimant sf Roods Nebraska State Misteres 3aniaty

This one mistakes a bit of folklore for history, and then whitewashes a massacre.

wijoyz~ " Ejé |jEAEY~ noned TEU &8 TUEYz] & dUYj
zjée Ya&rzj! 30T EnY jod z& Ce edsyechiveyn ijzy Uz
steep and dangerous, but the story about using windlasses is a tall tale.

yEUe ijnRoE®Izdnz U zjijy, “bn ">??2 & Uiinilieéedn
Ash Hollow, occurred at Blue Water Creek northwest of here. General Harney's

forces sent out to chastise the Indians after the Grattan Massacre of 1854 here

attacked Little Thunder's band of Brule Sioux while the Indians were attempting to

adl0nel ~ tijnned 8 ndalT e ninCelU dFuldarkedtexz [ Ued 2z
here .)

"9joyYzijye Zzj e bnditiday way ofingkinga slaughtey oénd likeen d

spanking. Here it describes an unprovoked massacre in which soldier s fired on

men, women, and children, and burned food and supplies so that survivors would

Toee yYzoUGsHz2zijEn e ENe YijnzeU' ~AsGaiey nryz Ce
cENGAezenl eEpulelVed ., ~dUnél YUEze!


http://www.e-nebraskahistory.org/index.php?title=Nebraska_Historical_Marker:_Ash_Hollow
http://www.e-nebraskahistory.org/index.php?title=Nebraska_Historical_Marker:_Ash_Hollow
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Eiée nNo0tel 6AUYUCE ijNanijey z| &sponsibjedorthedGratignl ndeée U _ U
Massacre (rather, Harney attacked the first band of Lakotas he encountered), It also

assumes that Lt. Grattan needed avenging, though the army well knew that he had

needlessly instigated the 1854 fight in which he and his men wer e killed.

NEVUe Ueéeénz NSO ThedBttleipiBlugWaker 3 Ue s UEGijidey &8 NI ¢

better account of this event.

Half -Breed Tract. Auburn, Nemaha County

o~

2
HALF~BREED TRACT

It was an accepted custom for many. carly for
traders to marry Into Indian tribes. As the Indlans
ceded “thelr lands, fhe rights of the half-breed
descendants were not always Identificd. This situntion
was recognized by the government in 1830, by the
Prairic Du Chien Tresty, which set aside a tract
of land for the half-breeds of the Oto, Iowa, Omaha
and Santee Sioux fribes.

This tract was located between the Great and
Lrttle Nemaha rivers. In 1838, the Iand was surveyed
by John C. McCoy, who placed the western bound, ry
eight miles west of the river Instead of fen lles
as specified, This caused problems, as later white
udﬂtrg were to settle on' Indlan lands west of
McCoy’s line. Congress ordered the land resurveyed,
and In 18568 the McCoy Mine war made officlal. On
Sc%:nbfr 10,1860, Louts Neal recetyed the first patent.

! OWNErs were never. required to llve
property and many cvtntu-ﬁ; sold thelr l:nnd?etl;
thcj’. One of the original survey lines Is now
partly sdentificd by the Half-Breed Road which ru
Lnr a southeast direction from here, The d.c.cmdmrgl:

fome ploncer for traders still Ifve In the area.

Asdern
TR doskir Woman's Cloy Historice! Land  Mark Coumell

" b ij "b_.d 05
anybodycaln nNée dnl zjijni enye~ «&zjel z2jdn z2jodz!'
Hoff, of mixed Native and White ancestry, was talking about the controversial name

E ~dn1T 8Ueéeed ?2UijGe paEed EQBEE' Ejjaz @0§redn N
near the intersection of that road and Highway 136.


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/marker-monday-battle-blue-water
https://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/nebraska/history-and-hurt-on-half-breed-drive/article_d629f511-3107-5121-b676-aa1122eb5b72.html
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It begins:

bz YoU o6n décéenzed eryzeE&n T &U nonl eéeslnl
tribes. As the Indians ceded their lands, the rights of the half  -breed

descendants were not always identified. This situation was recognized by the

government in 1830, by t he Prairie Du Chien Treaty which set aside a tract of

land forthe half -CUééedy & zjé& jzE bEYSd~ NDd|d dond
(Full marker text here .)

cervoel ijyn_z #jpseUaeuyreOgeezle'youozj e 7T EGeUnne
nédne T&L zjijy VeyeUVGszijEY~ o&6nd nE& Enée dijyal ze
YEUzjI zEuije' Ejée aUEtnen ijy zjoz zje -nolrel
COeed. 3y ijT ijz_y &I noreepdeaif mix@hancdsnt andit 8 Crne zé U
dEeyn_z jeéena zE j0Gée zj06z zeUn jeddninijnt zj e

dijTTelVenz dauaUEde|] NijTjz Ce-RECE UVeéezijzne zj e
%CAC%a Ebjz' ., Eje TijoOyz asU0s7080] e¢E& nd Uesdd,
1830 se aside a tract of land for mixed -race people of the Oto, lowa, Omaha and
Adnzeéee AijE& h zUijCey! bz Yyag)UaadeEyRmUAaHE 4 ij ¢j oma | ¢
remember the name without appearing to endorse it.

Fort Niobrara. Near Valentine, Cherry County


https://mynehistory.com/items/show/371
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TWENTY-FIFTH REGULAR INFANTRY, U S Al
PARADE GROUND, VORT NIOBRAKA, NEZ

This marker makes Lakotas sound like intruders in their own country. It begins:

“ajen & AijE h bndijon VeyelUGozijEy Yay éeuyzocd
Territory in 1878, early settlers in th e region grew fearful of attack. They

requested military protection, and in 1880 Fort Niobrara was built a few miles

east of present - day Valentine. There was no later Indian trouble in the

immediate area, and the Ghost Dance religion in the early 1890's br  ought the

AdUz NBLEU bndijon yeosle!

Eié nolUszijGe ijy nijynesdijni! bz_ y zU0re z2jd8z U
after the Rosebud Indian Agency was founded in 1878, but the agency stood on what

had long been recognized by treaty as Lakota land. The marker omits that part of

the story, and that the US Army had been the aggressor in the 1876 Sioux War.

EjieUée Yoy nE& ndzelU bndijdon zUE Cne~_ zje nsltL
zUCE CEhnée.  odoaedlVyY En nNIinzijone NavtLteld)” dACERT Y
T UOijendnal . bndijdny! Ejeye zeWniyl 4ifmic zyjod®Bn ay "z:
zeTUE aUECnhnen, di-éragogth.zj e nijn 9UEY

sijteyijye” "~ bndijdn yYyéeoUe. ijnonijey zjd6z 2jé sdtL
Dance movement was grossly misrepresented by the government, and political


https://mynehistory.com/items/show/65
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agendas and newspaper fearmongering led to the massacre of Lakotas by US troops
at Wounded Knee in 1890.

The marker ignores Native perspectives, using nearly half its words to namecheck
prominent white men tangentially conn  ected to the fort. The entire narrative

assumes that the priorities of white soldiers and settlers are the only ones worth
mentioning.

Ponca Tribe . Near entrance to Niobrara State Park,

Knox County

s

This has been the Momeland of the Ponca
Indians since earllert recorded history. In 1868
the federal government tigned the treaty of Fort
Laramie, which transferced the land to the Skoux
without the permission of the Ponca. Treatles
made with the government In 1858 had guaranteed
thelr land to them. The Ponca were fortibly
removed to Indlan Territory in 1877, Unable to
adjust to the climate of the South many died.
Including the son of Chicf Standing Bear. |

In January 1879 Standing Bear and s pecple
left Indlan Territory bearing the vemaine of his

burial In Nebraska. When troops arrcsted
mm friends came to their add. A landmark
court decision, Steadisg Beer ve Crock, -m:h
determined that “an Indian ls & pereon vmu!,:
the meaning of the law, ﬂd much 10 prov

rights Indtans. In 1977 Standing Bear
‘:g:lchctedf?o.&e Nebraska Hall of Fame.
Nebraska reservation was eventually asuigoed
o o Tt o 0 0 s
Ina
:«c.t'm‘,':t:: ‘n a ledcnlly-recoqnucd tribe on

October 31, 1990.

This one has a mixture of good and bad points. It tells the story of the Ponca, how
the government forced them from their land, and how Chief Standing Bear

Ureeeyuiranl yred zje 1T A 1TEeUnnéenz! Ejeén

N


https://mynehistory.com/items/show/312
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the Ponca, Congress provided for a termination of the reservation. Today the Ponca
¢dn Cé aUE d & zjéiju Tijijz TE LIyziee" !

It reads like a happy ending, but the Ponca Tribe of Nebraska tells a different story:

"bUEnijéedannl ~ dY ndzé y@tlggain,hé consideted @ ©° Enéd YA
. aeUVUUErdUMz®)., Yiéen zjeée Tnijzed AzdzeUy 1T EGeU
wisdom, terminated the Tribe. The policy of terminating tribes began in 1945.

This policy affected approximately 109 tribes and bands and almost 1.5

million ac res of trust land. In 1962, Congress decided that the Northern

°Enéed YE nd Cé& Ene & zje zUijCey zeUNijnoze
termination was complete. The termination removed 442 Poncas from tribal

rolls. In effect, this meant that not only didt he Ponca no longer exist but also
that their remaining land and holdings were dissolved. It was not until 1990,
almost a quarter of a century later, that the Ponca would, once again, gain
TedeUon UVUeeE nijzijEn! "~EeGeU~ ijnwrd| é
jelijzorTe YE nd &eddEbeeGeUodEYile EU)C

(o]l
"C:
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A few things to keep in mind

T This is not a final statement about Nebraska Historical Markers! bz _ U o
preliminary acknowledgement that we have some work to do.

1 By state statute, History Nebraska manages the Nebraska Historical Markers
o0& Uen~ Crz ye dE&)_z ¢EnzUELW EzjéeuU noliel

state.

T Ejijjy ijyn_.z 8CEl z2b7 eWodGi@iz jlijnezt@dNint | ij Yz EL
accurate as we consider more points of view.

1T Eje Azdozée dE&UYn_z adl TEU nNnavrely~ yYyjieéej ¢

practical to alter a sign with cast metallic letters, so editing an old marker
means buying a new one.

How you can help


https://www.poncatribe-ne.org/culture/history/

1 Learn more about the Historical Marker Program . Help us identify where

the markers fall short, or where we can tell other stories on new ma
1 Provide financial support through the  History Nebraska Foundation

rkers.
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https://history.nebraska.gov/visit/nebraska-historical-marker-program
https://historynebraskafoundation.org/
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https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/baledy
church?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32
EMAIL CAMPAIGN 2021 0527 04 18&utm_medium=email&utm term=0 d65f94cd5a
8740f70c32

Baled Hay Church

Pilgrim Holiness Church or "Baled Hay Church" by Diane Laffin, Architectural

Historian/Preservation Associate

The Pilgrim Holiness Church is located in Arthur, the county se  at of Arthur County.

It is a significant, and rare, representation of vernacular architecture within the

Sandhills of west central Nebraska. By using building materials and resources for its

wall construction _in this case, prairie grasses and domestic hays . from the area

where the church is located, this type of folk architecture ties the building

contextually to geographic features and environmental aspects of its surroundings.

Planned by a group of Congregationalists in 1927, and built in 1928, the one -and-a-

half story, front -gable building has two -feet-thick load - bearing walls comprised of

Coned Ule yzUsy ~CUijjery. ¢endd Yijzji anoyzel En
Ejie UesU @& zje ¢ejruvej jE yey zjeée 1T E®INeU aoyz
kit chen, a parlor, and a stairway leading to two small sleeping rooms. Services


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/baled-hay-church?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/baled-hay-church?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/baled-hay-church?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/baled-hay-church?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
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ceased in the mid - 1960s. The Arthur County Historical Society owns the building
and this organization has overseen restoration work that has occurred periodically
since the mid -1970s.

The Pilgrim Holiness Church was listed to the National Register in 1979.

Sources:

Murphy, David. "Baled Biomass," in Marcel Vellinga (ed), Encyclopedia of Vernacular
Architecture of the World. Second Edition, (vol. 1 Theories and Principles, secti  on
IV Materials and Building Resources) Oxford UK: Bloomsbury Academic,
forthcoming, 2022.

yrdaoajl~ ?28Gid! "8E&hId dnd ?28UinT, Ejé sEneée ot
2006): 10- 17; and reprinted, The Last Straw: The International Quarterly Journal of
Straw Bale and Natural Building, Issue 58 (June 2007): 27 - 31.

AoenéeU” ndonéz nellUijey~” &nd 28Gijd yroQajlt -~o
County, Nebraska. National Register of Historic Places Inventory . Nomination

Form, 1979. (ID 79001434). National Park Sewice, U.S. Department of the Interior,

Washington, DC.

Welsch, Roger L. "Sandhill Baled - Hay Construction." Keystone Folklore Quarterly
(Spring, 1970), pp. 16 34.



25

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/lelaasorroperahousefremontdodge
county?utm_source=History+Nmska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_ campaign=8740f70c32
EMAIL CAMPAIGN 2021 05 27 04 18&utm_ medium=email&utm term=0_ d65f94e€d5a
8740f70c32

Love -Larson Opera House, Fremont, Dodge
County

Each style of architecture has its merits, but one of my personal favor itesis

the Richardsonian Romanesque architecture of the late 1800s. Inspired by the work
of American architect Henry H. Richardson, the style involved a generous use of
rounded arches and turrets, meticulous architectural detailing, and varying

textures a nd colors of brick and stone.

One Nebraska structure that gives a sense of the exuberance and scale of this era of
architecture is the Love-Larson Opera House in Fremon t, designed by Omaha
architect Francis M. Ellis and built in 1888.



https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/love-larson-opera-house-fremont-dodge-county?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/love-larson-opera-house-fremont-dodge-county?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/love-larson-opera-house-fremont-dodge-county?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/love-larson-opera-house-fremont-dodge-county?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=8740f70c32-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_05_27_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-8740f70c32-
https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/74001107_text
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Its original purpose hints at the shifts in entertainment as well as architecture that

have taken place within the last thirteen decades; while the opera house provided

, it is still telling that the

productions of other performing arts besides just opera

name was chosen as such.


https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/why-opera-houses-were-more-popular-opera
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With its stained glass windows, checkerboard ornamentation, and four - story scale,

zje joeuvs ~E& ye Uzinn UVendijny Ene E zjée NEYz
historic central business district.

A non -profit purchased the building in the mid -1970s andhas been making steady

improvements and repairs to the structure since then, while also bringing events
Coer zE zje yYyudee oY Yyenn! bz jyU z& wléenEnz 9
as this are being not only preserved, but brought back into commun ity use once

more.


https://fremontoperahouse.org/
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